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Switzerland in the Mediterranean 

 

 

 
Valletta was among the worst hit by the hailstorm.  
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Valletta was covered in a carpet of ice yesterday morning after hailstones rained down on the 
capital, adding a surreal touch to the festive season. 

Residents were treading cautiously over the slippery pavements, unused to walking over snow 
and ice in leather-soled shoes, while children heaped it up and attempted to mould a snowman. 

A Meteorological Office spokesman said the thunderstorm began at about 7 a.m. and lasted for 
two hours. Valletta and Birkirkara were the worst hit with 30.6mm and 18.8 mm of rain recorded 
respectively. 

The storm was caused by an area of unstable weather coming from the southeast of the island, 
which moved towards the Ionian Sea. 

Localities that were spared the hail were pelted with strong rains, and parts of Gżira and Sliema 
were flooded, forcing vehicles to drive up the wrong way. 



There were also a number of minor accidents. However, the Civil Protection Department 
received no distress calls - it helped that it was the weekend and children were on Christmas 
holidays. 

The weather today is expected to be fine with the possibility of isolated showers at times. 
Tomorrow, clouds and the possibility of some showers are forecast. 

On Tuesday, the Met. Office is predicting strong winds with the chance of thunderstorms, while 
New Year's Eve is expected to be cloudy with some isolated showers, so get your coat and 
umbrella ready before you set out to party. 

 

  

Comments 
John Spiteri (10 hours, 43 minutes ago) 
must be the global 'warming' ...... 
 
 
Jo.Galea (1 day, 11 hours ago) 
Why are you so touchy ? 
Use your valuable time & thinking for the good sake of yourselves and your families and let 
these worries of "Switzerland in the Mediterranean" in the hands of the political ministries, if 
they have any concern at all. 
 
 
James George (1 day, 11 hours ago) 
To me this heading has more political connotation than one cares to admit. Why is this Country 
so immersed in politics, even at a time of the year when one tends to mend fences rather than 
break them. When will we ever learn 
 
 
Franco Farrugia (1 day, 12 hours ago) 
Am I the only one thinking that the title of this article is in bad taste? Or is it meant to be 
humourous? Maybe the second. But I wonder. 
 
 
 
 


