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Localities unite behind Valletta in cultural capital bid 

 

Valletta will be representing the whole of Malta when it submits its bid for European 
Culture Capital in 2018 as all local councils have signed a charter agreeing on a 
common application. 

Usually, cities battle it out between themselves to come up with the best bid, 
however, bearing in mind the country’s size and limited resources, the government 
had urged the councils to unite under one common bid. This will mean events, rather 
than taking place in one region, can be held all over Malta. 

Even though the culture capital is linked to a city – famous examples being Liverpool 
in 2008 and Istanbul in 2010 – these are often linked to the surrounding regions. 

That said, it has still not been decided whether Valletta, as the capital city, or Malta 
will be the name of the 2018 capital of culture. 

Speaking at the press conference announcing the charter today, Parliamentary 
Secretary Chris Said said the signing of this charter was a “mature step” by all local 
councils. 

Dr Said also promised councils the government’s assistance in regenerating their 
localities, be it with government or EU funds, with 2018 as a target for this to happen. 

Culture Parliamentary Secretary Mario de Marco welcomed the charter, saying it 
would serve to “unite local councils and strengthen culture on a national level”. Dr de 
Marco also said he hoped Malta would give the ECOC a Euro Mediterranean 
dimension, not just a European one. 

 

 

Comments 

James A. Tyrrell(1 week, 1 day ago)  
And in what way does a roofless theatre, an unneeded parliament building and a 
destroyed city gate lend itself to a cultural capital? Sounds like the Government are 
trying to buy support for their destruction of Valletta. 
 

Jesmond Micallef(1 week, 1 day ago)  
Well done for the Charter. Valletta, and hence Malta, will benefit enormously from 
this, no doubt. 
 
 



Philip Pace(1 week, 1 day ago) 
And how would Malta benefit from this? 
I am curious to read the facts not the usual wild presumptions! 
2018 is a long way to forecast this. 
 

Christopher Mamo(1 week, 1 day ago)  
I believe "Valletta" is enough of a household name Europe-wide to imply "Malta", so I 
think we should go for that for applying for the CITY of Culture nomination... and 
maybe Birgu next time round (more chance of being assigned the 'title' as opposed 
to Malta 2018 and Malta 2025, no)? 
 
L Vassallo(1 week, 1 day ago) 
It won't be Malta 2018, but Valletta 2018 - since the local councils signed the bid, it 
will be Valletta and the greater region - and since Malta is so small, that means 
Valletta and the rest of the island :) 
 
Christopher Mamo(1 week, 1 day ago) 
"That said, it has still not been decided whether Valletta, as the capital city, or Malta 
will be the name of the 2018 capital of culture." Don't bet your bottom dollar ;) 
 

 
 


